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Micromys minutus (Pallas, 1771)
NavonovTikog, Harvest Mouse

Kartnyopia kivduvou otnv EAAada: Tpwtd VU [A3c, B2ab(i,ii,iii,iv)]
Karnyopia kivdovou: Meiwpévou evdiapépovrog LC

Summary: The Harvest Mouse,
Micromys minutus, has a large
palearctic distribution, having the
southernmost limit of its Europe-
an distribution in Greece. In our
country it has been reported from
a few lowland localities of Thrace
(Didymoteicho, Porto Lagos, Lafri
and Lafrouda wetlands), Macedo-
nia (Rentina, Lagkadas, Kymina,
Gefyra, Metalliko) and Epirus (Niko-
poli). The Harvest Mouse is the
smallest rodent species in Europe
and mainly inhabits long grass
meadows, bushes, reedbeds and
cereal fields. It is nocturnal and omnivore, usually feeding on seeds, fruits, green-
shoots and insects. It is readily distinguishable from other rodent species, not
only for its small size, reddish back pelage and prehensile tail, but also for the
two different types of nests. Namely, during the summer its nest is constructed
on grass stalks, bushes or reeds, 30-60 cm above ground, as a small ball of
shredded grass, while during winter it is built at ground level or in an underground
burrow. The major threats for the Greek populations are habitat degradation

(mainly due to intensive agricultural activities, wetlands shrinkage and pollution),
rodenticides and possibly competition for food and nest with other rodent spe-
cies (mainly mice and rats). In Greece the species is considered Vulnerable.

EEZanAwon, nAnBuopIaKd oToixeia Kal Taoeig: O vavonovTikog nNapouciddel EKTETO-
pévn naAalapkrikn e§dniwon (Musser & Carleton 2005). H EAMGda anoteAel 1o vo-
TI6TEPO Oplo TNG eupwnaikng e§dnhwong Tou (Mitchell-Jones et al. 1999). I1n x®-
pPa Pag n yvoon tng napouciag Tou Baoiletal o Aiya dtopa nou npoépxovral ano
T ©pdkn (Ai1dupdTeixo, MdpTo Adyog, uypotonol Adepn-Aappolda), Tn Makedovia
(Pevriva, Aaykaddg, Kuuiva, Epupa, MetaAikd) kai Tnv ‘Hneipo (NikdnoAn) (Bohme
1978, Vohralik & Sofianidou 1987, 1992, Goutner & Alivizatos 2003). OAeg au-
TG Ol NEPIOXES £XOUV UYOPETPO PIKPOTEPO Twv 200 Y. EAdxiota dropa Tou €idoug
£Xouv Kataypa@el Ta TeAeutaia xpovia, ite pe dueon oulMoyn (xpnon nayidwv) £i-
TE PYE TN YEAETN EPECPATWV O1APOPWY EIOWMV VUKTORBIWV APMNAKTIK®OV NTNVWYV, YEYO-
vé¢ nou pnopsi va anodoBei ot ouppikvwon Twv NANBUOUWOV AOYw anwAEIag ev-
dlaimpaTog €€atiag TNG ENEKTEIVOPEVNG EVIATIKAG YEWPYIAG.

O1koMoyia: O vavonovTikog oxnparti¢el pIkpoUg NANBUOHOUG 0 NEPIOXEG PE NMUKVA
Kal upnAn nowdon PAGoTnon, onwg AIBAdIa pe aypwoTtidn, KAAAUIOVES N KAAIEP-
VEIEG OITNPWV. XTnNV EANGDa €xel kataypagei oxedov ndvia os B£0€I§ nou Ppioko-
vIal otnv napoxoia nepioxn uypotdénwy. O vavonovtikog anoTteAsl 10 nio pIkpdow-
PO TPWKTIKO TNG gupwndikig navidag. Eival £idog¢ Kupiwg VUKTOBIO Kal nap@dyo,
KaBWg TpPEPETal Pe TPUPEPA €PN PUTWY, onépuard, Kapnoug, ald kar évropa. |-
dl1aiTepo XapakTnPIoTIKO Tou €idoug €ival N KATAOKEUN TNG PWAIAG: To KAAOKaipl Ka-
TAOKEUAdel pia o@aipikn QwAId os Uyog 30-60 ek. and tnv enmi@dveia ToU £00-
@oug, otepewpévn endvw otnv nowdn BAdoTnon, os kaAduia 1 oe BAPVoUg, VR
TO XEIPWVA KATAOKEUALel véa pwAId, €iTe oTnv enipdavela Tou £0APOUG £iTE WG HIa
undyeia otod pe pia €§odo. Ta dropa {ouv Kupiwg povaxikd. H avanapaywyn yive-
Ta1 1-8 popéG TO XPOVo Kal To pEyeBog vévvag eival 3-7 veoyvd. H didpkeia {wng
Ocev &enepvdel Toug 18 priveg (Vohralik & Sofianidou 1987, Macdonald & Barrett
1993, Mitchell-Jones et al. 1999).

AnegiAég: H onpavrikdtepn ansiAi yia Toug nAnBuopoUs ToU vavornovrikoU €ival n
VEVIKEUPEVN Xprion PeBAdwV eviaTIKNG KAANIEPYEIAG, MOU KATAOTPEPOUV TIG UNEP-
VEIEG PWAIEG KaTd TNV nepiodo Tou Bgpiopol. Ta nPoypdupuaTd HUOKTOVIMV YId TOV
NANBUOPIaKS £Aeyxo TwV NIBAABW®V YIA TN YEWPYIKA NAPAYWYN TPWKTIKOV £MOPOoUV
apvnTikG oToug HIKpoUg nAnBuopols Tou gidoug. O1 £vToveg NIECEIS NOU aokoUvTal
OTOUG EAANVIKOUG UYpOoTONoug anoteAolv BAciké napdyovia cuppikvwong Twv nAn-
Buopwv. TEAOG, 0 aviaywviopdg pe AAAa €idn TPWKTIK®V (dnwg autd nou aviKouv
ota yévn Mus kal Rattus) oupBAAel eniong otnv nieon Twv NANBUOU®Y Tou idoug.

Mérpa diatnpnong nou undpxouv: To €idog dev npootareletal. Opiopévol NAnBu-
opoi Tou gidoug evroniovral os nepioxég Tou dikTuou Natura 2000.

Mérpa diarnpnong nou anairolvral: Kpivetal avaykaia n peAétn yia tnv KaAUTtepn
YV@OoN TNG YEWYPAPIKNG £EANAWONG Kal TNG KATACTAONS TwV NANBUOU®V Tou £idoug,
KaBWS Kal n €vragn eMASYPEVWV NEPIOXWY, KUPIWG UYPOTOMIKWY, 0 KAMOIO KaOe-
OTWG NPooTaciag, o ouvduaopd Pe TNV npootaoia Kal AAAwV GUVTONIK®WV ansiAoU-
HEVWV EIOWV.
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