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124 Mr. Westwood's Century of new Insects.

medio elytrcrum maximis ; alterisque duabus posticis elongatis
et valde angustis. Long, corp. lin. 11-16. Habitat Africa
tropicali, D. Haddon. Mus. Melly, nostr.

SAI'EUIlA, Fab.; S. carlssima. Brevis, opaca, supra viridi-Iactea,
pronoto vittis tribus brunneo-fulvis, elytris fascia lata irregulari
(in medio interrupta) ex humeris fere ad suturam ducta, macu-
Jaque magna communi discoidali, brunueo-fulvis , his etiam ma-
culis lO, nigris rctundatis ornatis. Long. corp.lin. 5. Habitat
Africa tropicali. Mus. Raddon,

PAltISTEMIA, Westw. (n. g. Longicom. Lophouocero et Pteracanthcc
Newm. affinis). Antennae breves, crassre, caput parvum, protho-
rax utrinque obtuse spinosus, elytra latcribus rotundato-dilatatis,
apicibus simplicibus. Palpi breves. -P. platyptera. Nigra, pro-
thorace rufo, utrinque striga e capite ad angulos posticos ducta
nigra, elytris fascia latissima postice angulata et fere ad apicem
cxtensa rufa. Long:. corp. lin. 12i. Habitat Africa tropicali.
l\lus. Raddon.

LUCANUS, Linn. ; L. Dux. Ater, elytris nitidis, capite utrinque rugose
punctate, pronoto tcnuissime punctate, mnndibulis longitudiuc
capiti et thoraci eequalibus, valde curvatis, intus (dentibus
trihus subapicalihus exceptis) inermibus ; capite pone oculos
utrinque obtuse spinose, prothorace utrinque bispinoso, angulis-
que posticis acutis, tibiis anticis apice externo 3-dcntato ; 4 pos-
ticis inermibus. Long. corp. cum mandibulis unc. 4, lin. 2.
Habitat l\Ianilla. D. Cuming. In Mus. Brit. Affinis L. ieu:
coso, Lap .• at major, et mandibulis basi intus inermibus. Vix
varietas D. Alcidis,

Lucz xus DeHaanii. A!:neo-rufcscens, elytris pedilmsque fulves-
centibus, capite maximo ant ice latiori , oculis vix septatis ,
rnandibulis elongatis, dente uno ante, alteroque pone medium
tribusque subapicalibus intus arrnatis , antennis valde elongntis,
clava 4-phylla, 1rno articulo clavze maxirno : pronoto posticc
angustiori, pedibus longis, tibiis anticis in medio Lspinosis,
4 posticis inermibus. Long. corp. cum mandibulis lin. J 9. Ha-
bitat Borneo. Mus. Melly. Conf. L. metallicus, Bdv, Voy.
Astrol.

Lucs.xus. (S. g. novo LEl'IDODEs. Corpus punctatum punctis albi-
do-squamosis, caput d' magnum quadratum; mandibulis eras-
sis, porrectis subrcctis intus et ad apicem valde dentatis, protho-
rax subrotundatus lateribus crenulatis : oculis omnino septatis,
antcnnarum clava 3-11bylla; tibire anticai 5-dentata>, 4 postic.e
incrmes. L. (Ghalcodi) rerato proximus.) L. (L.) rotundicollls,
Purpureo-fuscus, subnitidus, capite thoracequc dense punctatis,
punctis albido-squamosis : clytris tenuissime punctatis et squa.
mosis. Corpore infra ut supra colorato et squamose. Long .
corp. lin. lO-14. Habitat Nova Hollandia. Mus. Curtis et
l\lelly.

PASi;ALUS~ Fab.; P. fronticornis, Niger, nitidus, subcylindricus ,
clypeo in cornu longitudine capitis apice emarginato porrecto,
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mandibulisque porrectis, apertis, longitudine cornu clypei, intus
ad basin multi-dcntatis, pronoto serie punctorum margine antico,
parallela, punctisque duobus majoribus versus angulos posticos.
Long. corp. 1 unc. Habitat Thihct. Mus. Melly.

XVI I.-Notice qf mi!Jratory Birds which ali,r;ltted on, or were
seen from; H.lJ1.S. Beacon, Capt. Graces, on the passa!Je
from Malta to the Morea at tke end Qf A1'1'il 1841. By
w«, THOMPSON, Esq., Vice-Pres. Nat. Hist. Society of
Belf~lst.

HAVING been favoured by my friend Capt. Graves, R.N.,
with an invitation to accompany him during the projected
government survey of the island of Candia, I, with Mr. E.
Forbes (who had received from the Admiralty the honorary
appointment of Naturalist on the occasion), left Malta in
H.lVLS. Beacon on the 21st of April. The first port we sailed
for was N avarino, for the purposc of watering the ship. The
passage occupied seven days. It being just the period of the
year when many species of birds which make Europe their
abode only in the more genial seasons, were, after having
passed the winter in Africa, crossing the Mediterranean to
their summer quarters, we were often gratified by a sight of
them, either passing, resting briefly on the rigging, or re-
maining sometimes so long as a day or more about the ship.

The following notes were made upon the subject. The
prevailing wind of the day is set dowu : the progress noted is
what we had made at sunset.

ApriI22.-·Wind W., forty miles E. of Malta. An Owl
alighted on the vessel and remained a short time. I saw it
very well and near, but cculd not be certain of its species.
Looking over the collection at the British Museum and refer-

- ring to Gould's' Birds of Europe' since my return, have not
satisfied me on the point. Other examples of the same spe-
cies were seen on the passage, and afterwards in the island of
Pares. It seems to be the most common of the small migra-
tory owls to the south of Europe, and I have little doubt is
the species noticed by Sibthorp in his papers on Greece (pub-
lished in 'Valpole's Memoirs) as the Stria: passe1·ina.-Blue-
headed Wagtail (Motacilla ncqlecta, Gould): two of these
birds, both females, were about the vessel an day, and very
tame; ouc of them flew into our cabin. It was amusing to
see them fly-catching all the deck, where they appeared to
great advantage, and met \•.ith considerable success. rl'l~eir
manner is, puking out the neck most ludicrously, opemng

(\'?J42) \J. '6
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wide the bill, and then - making the unerring dart at their
victim *.

Common Swallow (Hirundo rustica). Two remained some
time about the ship, perching on the rigging, and hawking
over the deck in pursuit of flies.

April 2:3.- Wind S.E., 80 miles from Malta, and 50
from Cape Passaro, the nearest land. A Lesser Grey-shrike
(Lanius minm'), of which I had a near view several times; a
\Vhitcthroat (Sylvia cinerea), a Willow-Wren (Sylvia Trochi-
Ius), and a Black-headed Buntingt iEmberiea melanocephalay,
flew on board. Two individuals of the Motacilla neglect a re-
mained for some time in the vessel, as did a Wheatear (Sax-
icola CEnanthe) all day. A House Marten iHirundo urbica)
flew into the cabin and \YaSfound dead shortly afterwards :
it had not met with any molestation on board. The officers
of the Beacon have frequently known birds of different spe-
cies when crossing the Mediterranean thus fly into the cabin,
secrete themselves and die. A Quail (Perdix Coturnuc; \YaS
captured on board, and appeared to be dying at the time.

April 24.- Wind S.E., 90 miles E. of Sicily: Syracuse
the nearest land. Several of the Motacilla neqlecta flew on
board; one of them entered the cabin very boldly, and enter-
tained us much by its familiarity. Persons passing in and
out of the room fi-ighted it not from fly-catching, in which it
succeeded by running, leaping, or taking short flights at its
prey: this bird even alighted on ourselves and picked flies off
our clothes.

Two or three Hoopoes (Upupa Epops) came on board,
rested for a short time, and proceeded on their flight; a Tur-
tle Dove (Columba Tartur) did the same.

A flock consisting of twelve Ibises (Ibis fulcinellus, Temm.)
were seen first at a distance coming from the south-west, flew
close past the vessel, and continued directly in the same course,
or towards the north-east, until lost to view.

April 25.-"\Yind N.E., 58 miles from Calabria, the near-
est land: 135 miles from Mount Etna at sunset, when it
was visible. A Scops-eared Owl (Strix Scops) was knocked
down and captured just as he had clutched a Lesser \"Thite-
throat (Sylvia Ourrucas, of which species two or three indi-
viduals came on board. A Shrike (Lanius --), which from

• When, on the l Gtli of April, on our passage from Marseilles to Malta,
and about twenty miles southward of the most southern point of Italy, two
of the Motaoilla neqlecta, both malcs.iflew 011 board the steam-packet; they
were very tame, and remained in the vessel for half an hour,

t A continental species, and not the bird-Emberixa Sclwmiwlus-known
in some parts of the British Islands hy this name.
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the height it generally kept at I could not see well enough
to distinguish its species, seized a Sylvia Trochilus, all of
which it cat except the bill: of the latter species, one which
was taken by ourselves met with better treatment, and perch-
ing quietly on the finger was so carried about to feed on flies,
which, when taken near to, it seized, never leaving the hand
if the fly could possibly be captured from it. A female Golden
Oriole (Oriolus Gatbula), a Redstart (Pluenicura ruticillas,
and a Lark i.Almula --), of what species I could not be
certain, came OIl bourd-s-thc Redstart wns caught. Several
of the Hirundo rustica about the ship. A 'Yryneck (Yunx
t01'rJlIilla) was captured, and on being taken within reach of
flies, at once picked them up*.When turning about its neck
in the manner peculiar to the species, this bird was compared
by some of the officers to a particular species of snake found
in Greece, and which, like it, has a dark band on the head
and neck.

1\\"0 or three of the Upupa Epops and a Columba Turtur as
yesterday flew on board, but did not remain long. " Large
and small hawks" were reported to me as seen about the ship;
but the Goatsncker and Cuckoo might, from their general ap-
pearance and mode of flight, be not improbably looked upon
as "small hawks."

April 26.- \Vind N .E., 86 miles from Zante, the nearest
Jand: 130 miles from Navarino. A fine male \Yoodchat (La-
nius 1°11/i,.9), a '''hite-collared Flycatcher (Muscicapa albicol-
lis), and one of Nattcrrer's Warblers (Sylvia Natterrerq were
caught on board.

A Sylvia Trochilus and a Chiff-chaff (Sylvia rufa) were
found dead ill my cabin; they had not been caught or in-
jured in any way on board, and must, I think, have died from
fatigue: want of food could hardly have caused their death,
as there were plenty of flies in the cabin. A Sylvi.a Curruca,
a Sub-alpine Warbler (Curruca leucopoqon; Gould), a Saici-
cola (Enanthe, a Whinchat (Saxicola Rubetra), a Pied 'Yheat-
ear (Saxicola leucomelai, and an Alauda, of the same species
as noticed yesterday, flew on board, as did two or three indi-
viduals of Motaciila neglccta. Several of the Hirundo rustica
about the vessel during the day, and some remained, perching
on one of the boats, throughout the night. Three Bee-eaters
(1'tlCl°0PS apiastcr'[ came from the south, and flew close past
the ship without alighting. I saw four of the Columba TUTtU?"

come from the south today; two of them singly, the other two

• The birds which, in addition to the Wryneck, fed freely Oil flies, when
taken within reach of them immediately after capture, were Sylvia Trochilus,
Mot acill« lIrglecla, Ilirnndo rustica, and Hirundo urbica.
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in company: one only alighted on the ship, and in the even-
ing was caught when asleep.

Ajn-il27.-'Yind N., 45 miles from Zante, the nearest land,
and in sight: 60 miles ,V. of the Morea. A Kestrel (Falco
Tinnunculuss flew close past the ship, and a "much larger
hawk," which did not come under my own observation, was
stated to have been seen.

Two females of the Oriolus Galhula which flew on board
were captured. Two or three males of the Muscicopa albi-
collis visited us today, and as many females either of this spe-
cies or the Pied Flycatcher (lJluscicapa luctuosa), but most
probably the former.

A Saancola Rubetra and a Motacilla neqlecta came to the
ship. About a dozen of the Hlrundo rustica, which rested last
night on the rigging, went off this morning. Throughout the
afternoon and towards evening many more arrived, and con-
tinued flying about the ship in considerable numbers.

A few of the Hirundo urbica appeared this morning and re-
mained through the early part of the day, confining their
flight to the lee-side of the ship: in the afternoon still more
were seen hawking about in company with Hir, rustica ; as
flies were numerous, they probably obtained plcnty of food: at
four o'clock P.M. all of this species were gone.

In the morning a Merops apiaster, coming from the south-
west, alighted for a moment on the vessel and then flew to-
wards Zante or ill a north-east direction: soon afterwards a
flock consisting of fifteen came from the same quarter, hawked
about the leeward side of the vessel for a short time, and then
proceeded north-east: an hour after their departure (ten
o'clock) a flock of eight appeared, and alighting on a rope
astern the ship, remained there for nearly an hour; they were
perched close together, and so low down on the rope, that by
its motion the lowest one was more than once ducked in the
water, but nevertheless did not let go its hold or change its
position for a drier one. These birds were but a few yards
from the cabin-windows, and looked so extremely beautiful,
that they were compared by some of the spectators to paro-
quets, and on account of their gaudy plumage not very in-
aptly. After these left us, others were seen throughout the
day, but generally singly; they rarely alighted: all t1ew in the
same course+,

A few Goatsuckers (Caprimulgus Buropa:us) appeared about
the ship today and alighted; they were all single with one ex-

•• When not very far to the westward of Cape Matapan on the Tst of May,
1\ flock of twenty-nine of the ilfe,-ups apiaster flew close past the ship to-
wards the Morea.
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ception, when two were seen in company. A few individuals
of this species were likewise seen within the last two or three
days. A couple were shot this afternoon. Throughout today
the Columba Turiur was observed coming from the south, and
generally singly: very few alighted.

All the birds seen on migration bore right on in the course
they had come, whether they rested temporarily on the vessel
or otherwise. They all came from a southerly direction,
either due south, S.'iV. or S.E. The wind was moderate, the
weather fine and dry during the whole passage, so that all the
species we saw were in the ordinary course of migration, and
none driven to the ship by any stress of weather.

I

~

Although not coming within the title of this communica-
tion, inasmuch as it had already taken up its summer quar-
ters, I shall here mention the Alpine Swift (Cypselus melba),
which upon our entering the fine bay of Navarino on the
morning of the Z8th, appeared ill great numbers careering
high overhead. Of thc Hirundincs generally, it may be rc-
marked, that from our arrival in France on the evening of the
Ist of April, we did not see any of the species until the Dth,
when going down the Rhone from Lyons to Avignon. About
half-way between these places several of the Gyp. melba were
seen flying over the river, and likewise at aU suitable places
from where they first appeared until we reached Axignon.
Hirundo rustica and 11: urbica were likewise seen several
times between Lyons and Avignon, but were nowhere nu-
merous. The first I saw of these species (but which of them
could not be determined from the distance) was a small flock
flying northwards, evidently on migration. All indeed which
were seen today were I think only temporarily here, and
would, after having got sufficient rest and food, move north-
wards. A very few Sand Martens iHirundo riparia) were also
seen about the Rhone today. At Malta, on the 17th of April,
we first met with thc Common Swift (Cypselus mUl'arius),
where, together with the three species of Hirundo just men-
tioned, numbers were flyitlg low and in company, wherever
we walked about the island; the day was vcry fine and warm:
all four species were about as numerous as in their most fa-
vourcd haunts in the British Islands.

On the 18th of April, when walking in the neighbourhood
of Valetta (Malta), six: Little Plovers (Charadrius minor) in a
flock alighted very near us apparently to rest, and after a
short time proceeded in their course, which was in a north-
west direction,

.Aun; ~' i\1[a.(j.N. ui«. Vol. viii, K
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